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of their Chiefs, whom they revere as divinities.
The rarest object that I saw there is a small piece
of rock Crystal, which I found in a small Basket. I
observed many small Earthen pots, dishes, and cups,
and some small well-made Cane baskets. In these
food is served to the spirits of the dead Chiefs, and
the guardian of the temple finds it to his Advantage.
After inspecting everything in the temple, I saw,
either there or elsewhere, neither the gold, nor the
silver, nor The precious stones, nor the Riches, nor
the nine brasses of fine pearls mentioned by the
author of a relation, printed under the name of Mon-
sieur de Tonty, but which he disavowed to /zm [Mon-
sieur Iberville] who reproached him with all the false-
hoods with which it is filled.* What The writer dares
to mention as having been seen by Monsieur de Tonty,
in a small cupboard imbedded in the wall and plas-
tered with mud, is also a fable; and I neither saw
nor tasted there the exquisite liquors of which he
speaks. These are all Things that have been in-
vented by the same author, in order to embellish his
story. It istrue that the Chief’s wife has some small
pearls; butthey are neither round nor well pierced,—
with the exception of 7 or 8, which are as large as
small peas, and have been bought for more than they
are worth. After a careful search, there were found
none of the riches or rarities that have been reported to
exist in the Temple and in the village. The french-
man whom Monsieur D’Iberville left there to learn
the language told me that, at the death of the last
Chief, they had killed two women, 3 men, and 3
Children; They strangled them with a Bowstring;
and that cruel ceremony is performed with great
pomp, for the wretched victims Consider themselves



